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Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age." (NIV) 
  

Back in the 1970's my high school had a rule for the kids ~ nobody could wear blue jeans.  As blue jeans 
came to be the fashionable thing to wear, the rule came under more fire.  The students had one simple question - 
“why can’t we wear blue jeans?”  It was kind of funny, because the faculty didn’t really know why.  It was just 
the rule.  So the principal at the time decided to do some digging - and find out why the rule was made in the 
first place.  After some searching he finally found the origin of the rule.  It appeared that in the old days, the 
only kids who wore blue jeans were farmers.  It wasn’t that they didn’t like farmers - but the farm boys would 
come to school in their blue jeans after doing chores all morning.  You could imagine the stench that 
accompanied them.  Since the stench came along with the blue jeans, the school outlawed the blue jeans.  When 
the principal realized the reason why there was a rule against blue jeans, it made him reconsider their position. 
Blue jeans had grown to be worn by everyone - not just farmers.  Therefore he reversed the decision and 
allowed the children to wear blue jeans. 

Isn’t it good to know why we do things the way we do and not just ignorantly follow along?  It’s not that 
we want to change anything - but it is good to review what we do once in awhile - just to remember the 
significance of it.  For the next four weeks - we are going to review something that all of us have gone through - 
baptism.  We’ll look at why we do it.  
 
Why do We Baptize All Nations? 
 
I. It is commanded by Him 
 

In Deuteronomy 13 Moses told the Israelites, 6 If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or 
the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, "Let us go and worship other gods" . 
. . You must certainly put him to death. Your hand must be the first in putting him to death, and then the 
hands of all the people.  Imagine such a command!  Some commands from God were very difficult if not 
impossible to follow.  The command that Jesus has given us today is much easier to follow.  He said - go and 
baptize!  

What does baptize mean?  That word - “baptize” in the Greek basically means to “wash.”  It’s like if we 
would say, “I’m going to wash my hands.”  In the Greek they would say, “I’m going to baptize my hands.”  For 
instance, Mark 7:4 talks about how the Pharisees could only eat if they washed or as it says in the Greek - 
“baptized” the item first.  Many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of 
cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and of tables.  According to the usage of the verb - you can see that “baptize” 
means washing in a variety of ways.  If I would wash a cup - I would probably dunk it.  If I would wash a pot - I 
would probably pour some water over it.  If I were to wash a table - I wouldn’t take it down to the river and 
dunk it.  I would wipe some water over it.  So when Jesus tells us to “baptize” all nations - He literally means to 
wash people in whatever way we can.  That’s ALL He said - He left no other riders.  He didn’t tell us to baptize 
them in the Jordan River - in the Euphrates - or in the Atlantic Ocean.  He didn’t command us to dunk.  All He 
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simply said was “baptize them.”  This leaves it open to any kind of washing with any kind of water - which 
makes it a very simple command. 

It’s unfortunate that so many people - even Christians -  today don’t think that this is a very important 
thing to do.  Jesus, the One who was given all authority to save or to damn on Judgment Day, connected 
baptism with the very process in how we make disciples of all nations.  So if we take this to the logical 
conclusion, without baptism we will not have disciples of Jesus.  And if people are not following Jesus on the 
way to heaven, then they inevitably will be following Satan on the way to hell.  Hell is an eternal storm of fire 
and God’s wrath.  Jesus is coming on Judgment Day, and He Himself said that in comparison to those who will 
be saved, many more will be damned.  (Matthew 7:13)  We often forget about that fact.  People are not born 
naturally on the way to heaven.  They are naturally born on the pathway to hell.  Inadvertently, many of us have 
been led astray by the common thought in our society that God is just a big powder puff who lets everyone into 
heaven, just because he’s such a nice guy.  That’s not the way God talks in His Word.  Don’t fall for it.  

Think about the urgency in which the government urged people to leave Florida in wake of the coming 
hurricane.  They didn’t want people to be killed.  They talked of the danger of the storm and urged people to 
evacuate.  That was a storm of water.  There were police officers and emergency workers who were given the 
task of going door to door to find and encourage people to either leave or go to an emergency center.  

The urgency should be all the greater for us.  If you don’t have the urgency, then don’t expect those who 
know nothing of Jesus or baptism to have any urgency either.  This is a command to us, God’s disciples, His 
emergency personnel.  Don’t forget about the danger of the coming storm.  Think of just one door you could 
knock on, one person that you know is not baptized.  It could be your neighbor.  It could be your classmate.  It 
could be your grandchild.  “Go.”  It is the opposite of staying.  It involves action.  It means getting out of your 
comfort zone.  It means being proactive.  It implies movement on your part.  It means that words of warning are 
necessary.  When the quarterback says “hike” the linemen don’t just sit there.  They move.  This is the role that 
God has given all of you.  “Go.”  
 
II.  It is a special washing 
 

Some might ask - “why is this so important to do this?  Why do we have to wash them?  How does 
washing someone make a disciple out of them?”  Baptism isn’t just about putting some water on someone or 
getting them wet.  We can tell this because Jesus says to baptize “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.”  Notice what kind of words we use: “in the name of.”  It’s like when you were young, 
and you would put your name on your lunch box, your baseball glove, or your notebook.  Or like when you put 
a brand on a cow or a spouse’s name is tattooed on your arm.  In the Old Testament lesson God connected His 
name on His people through the Aaronic blessing spoken over the people in sacred assembly.  In this New 
Covenant, baptism is like God’s tattoo on you with water and the Word, but with none of the pain of a tattoo. 
When Jesus died on the cross and shed His blood, He used that death to pay for the sins of the world.  You 
could compare this to God’s ink.  In Baptism God is then using that “ink” of His blood to put His name on you 
and make you His child so that YOU belong to HIM.  You are no longer your own.  Your child is no longer just 
your child.  He or she is now also God’s child. 

You may remember the story of Cain and Abel.  Cain had murdered his brother Abel.  As a result, Cain 
was worried that he would be in turn hunted and murdered by others in the world.  But what did God tell Cain - 
Genesis 4:15,  "Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over." Then the LORD put 
a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him.  We don’t know what that special mark was - but 
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whatever it was - it made Cain stand apart and protected Him from danger.  In baptism, God sets us aside and 
marks us as His child.  That’s what makes baptism so special.  It’s like an adoption.  God puts His name on us 
and we become God’s property when we are baptized.  Paul told the Galatians in chapter 3, “In Christ Jesus 
you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ..  Baptism makes us a part of God’s family.  
 
III.  It is a washing for all 
 

If you were going to adopt someone, what would be your credentials?  Would you want a child under 
two years old?  Would you want a child with good health?  Not all people want to adopt children if they are 
over a certain age or if they have health problems.  I guess we can see the logic in that -it would take a special 
person to adopt a child who will need 24 hour supervision or be very difficult to raise.  They think about the 
time and money that it will involve.  

God isn’t so picky when it comes to His adoption agency.  He didn’t say, “I only want the rich to be my 
children.  I only want the healthy.  I only want the moral,”  or, “I only want the Jews.”  He knows that some will 
cause Him a lot of pain.  He knows that some will give Him a lot of work.  He knows that others will disappoint 
Him plenty.  But God doesn’t say, “I think I’ll pass on THAT one,” because of how He knows we will be.  In 
spite of all of the sins He knows we will commit and how we will respond, Jesus said - go and baptize ALL 
NATIONS.  By His unlimited grace, He wants to adopt everyone to be His children - no matter who they are or 
where they come from.  He wants to put His name on ALL nations.  

Isn’t this a wonderful thing?  Think about how much work you have given God.  Think about how much 
heartache you have caused Him.  Think about how many times you have disappointed Him.  Yet there’s never a 
time that God second guesses His decision or says to Himself, “I shouldn’t have adopted that one.”  His grace 
and mercy always wants us to come back to Him in repentance and faith.  He doesn’t want to give up on us.  He 
doesn’t want to disown us.  With all of our foolish decisions and sins He simply rolls up His gracious sleeves 
and works all the harder on us to keep us in the faith and help us grow closer to Him.  

Obviously, we want to speak with people about why baptism is so important before we baptize them. 
We don’t just turn a fire hose onto a crowd and baptize them without knowing what’s going on.  Yet there are 
some who say, “You shouldn’t baptize infants.”  Why?  “Because they can’t believe - infants don’t know what’s 
happening to them.”  But we would remind them that faith is not a matter of intellect, although those with faith 
certainly can use their intellect.  Often times it is intellect that gets in the way of faith.  Who are we to say that 
infants can’t believe?   Matthew 18:6 says it plain and sure -  little ones believe in me.  Paul told Timothy, 
“From INFANCY you have known the Holy Scriptures.”   The Word of God says infants can indeed believe 
and know Jesus.  

Others claim that children don’t need baptism because they are young and seemingly innocent.  But that 
ignores the fact that God’s Word says they are sinful.  (Psalm 51:5)  Genesis 8:21 says, “every inclination of 
the human heart is evil from childhood.”   That doesn’t sound innocent to me, not from a holy God’s aspect. 
Evil sounds demonic to me.  If we are born in sin with every inclination to do evil, then don’t we need to be 
changed?  Don’t we need to be captivated from such evil inclinations and origins?  

Look back to Jesus’ command.  If you are going to claim some are excluded, it is your job to tell show 
us where and why.  “All nations” by default includes everyone within the nation - no matter what age.  When 
Peter spoke to the crowd at Pentecost, he told them to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins.  He said, “The 
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 
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call.”  The jailer at Philippi had his whole household baptized, and so did the household of Stephanas in the 
Bible.  So who is to say they didn’t have infant children?  

I can recall my senior year of college I went out for the football team.  I wasn’t that good, but I did get to 
play on the kickoff team - otherwise known as the suicide squad.  A big game was coming up, where we were 
going to play Doctor Martin Luther College.  Everyone wanted to play against them - it was a big rivalry.  One 
day, another football player told me that we probably wouldn’t get asked to go on the travel squad to this game. 
I went to coach and asked him about this.  Come to find out, he really wanted all of the players to go and 
experience this game - especially the seniors.  As a matter of fact - he was pretty irate that someone even told 
me that I wasn’t going to get to go to DMLC for the football game.  

Imagine how God feels - when He says point blank - I want all people to be saved in 1 Timothy 2:4 - 
and He gives a tool to us - to go and make disciples of all nations by baptizing them - and then some people - 
supposedly from God - go in HIS Name and tell people that baptism isn’t for them.  “You have to be a certain 
age - be baptized by a certain person in a certain place - or make a certain decision before you can be baptized.” 
Instead of including all, they tell some - “you can’t have this gift!  You’re not old enough.  You can’t get it.” 
Here is one place where we can be inclusive!  God wants us to include all ages!  We can stand firm on our 
baptism of infants.  Why?  Because Jesus commanded it!  He wants us to baptize all nations because He wants 
all to be saved.  That’s why we take Jesus’ command seriously.  When children are born, we make a point of it 
to get them baptized as soon as possible.  We want God’s name on them as soon as we can.  
 

There’s a lot of debate going on in our culture right now about the American Flag and the National 
Anthem.  When President Trump declared that owners should fire those who kneel, many then defiantly kneeled 
just to seemingly stick it to President Trump.  Someone said to me, “Just because you have the freedom to do 
something, doesn’t mean you should do it.”  I thought that was a pretty wise comment on the situation.  It also 
seems like there is a lot of confusion right now also over what it means to stand or not to stand.  It used to be 
pretty simple until everyone started doing all of these other things.  It is sad to see so much division over 
something that used to unite us.  

Baptism is given to unite us under the one name by which we must be saved.  Don’t forget why we 
baptize children and why we feel that baptism is so important this morning.  We don’t just do it because our 
parents did it.  We don’t just trust in baptism because “that’s what our church believes.”  We baptize infants, 
children, and adults because Jesus, the Risen Christ who has all authority and heaven and on earth, instituted it - 
telling us to do that very thing.   There’s no reason to doubt this practice.  It’s not that difficult to understand. 
All nations means all nations.  

But it’s not just a command that we have to follow because God said so.  There is a purpose and a 
reason behind it.  This is how God adopts people into His family and puts His name on them.  There are more 
blessings as well.  We’ll learn more about the blessings next week.  Think about how you can help fulfill that 
role that God has placed on you, about people that need to be adopted by God and brought into His kingdom. 
This is an important commission, and God wants you to be a part of it.  It is how the Kingdom of God grows. 
Amen. 
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